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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the examiner for bis attention to the application. 

Claims 3 1 -42 are pending in the «q)plication. Claims 35 and 36 stand rejected under 35 
use §112. Claims 31, 32, 34-37 and 39-42 stand rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt 
(0436,840) in view of Sacks (5,664,708). Claim 33 stands rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt 
in view of Sacks and Einhom (3.995,822). Claim 38 stands rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt 
in view of Sacks and Wij aman (4,440,371). 

hi regard to the rejections under 35 USC §1 12 to claims 35 and 36, claim 36 has heen 
amended to indicate the proper dependency. Claim 35 and the specification have also be«i 
amended to more clearly distinguish and define the claimed stops 41 and 108 at the runners fiom 
the stopper ends or retainer pieces 29 and 146 and stop pieces 23, 1 36 and 167 at the hook piece. 
The displacement of the stop pieces 23, 136 and 1 67 from a flange piece at a distal end of the 
runners is clearly shown at Figures 1 , 4. The forgoing runner construction is also clearly 
distinguished from the hook piece and particularly the displacement of the stop pieces 23. 136 and 
167 fiom the retainer pieces 29 and 146 and the projection of the stop pieces stop pieces 23, 136 
and 167 from the sidewalls of the shaft portion as clearly shown at Figures 5-7. No new issues are 
raised from the foregoing amendments and the claims and specification should no longer be 
indefinite. 

Vogt is cited for showing a hanger body having multiple runners with a hook piece 
mounted through a hole in the hanger body and clips mounted to the ends of the runner. Vogt is 
particularly cited for showing a retainer piece (circular part or disk-shaped flange at distal end of 
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shaft). Vogt is also cited for showing a runner clip ha^dng a vertical flange with a stop (i.e. the 
inside bend of 4e u-shaped top) that connects to both flanges. 

The examiner acknowledges Vogt does not teach a hole with tapered sidewalls or a shaft 
portion having a longitudinal slot extending through a retainer piece and a stop piece comprising an 
annular ring. 

Sacks (5,664, 708) is directed to a tie or belt holder, not a plant hanger, and is reUed on for 
the missing elements. The relevance of Sacks is therefore questioned and not believed to be art that 
would be considered by (hose skilled in the art of plant hangers. 

Sacks is particularly cited for showing a hole (228-229B), which is argued to be tapered; a 
shaft (44p) having a longitudinal slot extending through retainer pieces (60 and 62) and a stop piece 
comprising an annular ring (1 4H). The examiner argues it would have been obvious to modify 
Vogt's hole with Sacfcs's tapered sidewalls, Vogt's shaft with Sack's longitudinal slot and Sack's 
stop. 

Upon close inspection to Sacks and with attention to column 4, lines 38-49 and the hole 228 
at Figure 7, Sacks states the hole 228 is cylindrical with L-shaped leg portions 229A and 229B. 
That is. the hole has straight sidewaUs. Moreover, Figure 7 shows the hole 228 does not include 
tapered sidewaUs. Sacks tbus does not disclose a hole with tapered sidewalls as claimed by 
applicant 

The argued stop piece (14H) also comprises Sacks the hub 14H of Sacks ring 14 that rotates 
around Sacks' handle 40. Sacks' hub 14H essentially equates with applicant's hanger body 1 1 and 
parricularly the oval tops 14 and 53 and triangular top 102. Sacks' hub 14H is therefore discrete 
and separate fix>m his handle 40. 
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At column 4, line 66 through column 5, line 1 8, a surface 1 2S at the hanging member 1 2 
does engage the surface 22S of the ring member and cooperate with hook members 60. 62 to limit 
axial movement, unless the hook members 60 and 62 are released from the inner cylindrical 
member. However, the surface 12S is recessed into tlie hanging member 12 and is not bisected by 
the slots 254. 

The bottom portion 44P of Sacks handle 40 thus does not include protmding stop pieces 
that are the equivalent of applicants stop pieces 23, 136. and 167-169, which are displaced from 
the retainer pieces 29, 146 and 172 at the distal ends of applicant's hooks 125, 150 and 160, and 
which are bisected by the slot 149. 

to distinction to the foregoing references, applicant at independent claim 31 provides for a 
hanger with advantageous tapered sidewalk at the mating hole 60 and a discrete stop piece that 
projects from the shaft portion, that is displaced from a retainer piece along the shaft portion and 
both of which project beyond the sidewalls of the tapered hole. Moreover, independent claim 40 
provides for stop pieces (e.g. 23. 136, and 167-169) that project from the shaft portion beyond the 
bore, that are displaced from the retainer pieces (e.g. 29, 146 and 1 72), and that are longitudinally 
bisected by the slot 149. 

to view of the failure of Vogt and/or Sacks '708 alone or in combination (and regardless of 
Einhom and/or Wijsman) to disclose, suggest, infer or provide any motivation to arrive at the 
clauned combmations, independent claims 31 and 40 and all related dependent claims are believed 
allowable. That is, the foregoing combinations are neither disclosed nor suggested in either of the 
cited references, nor would the various combinations of features be obvious, except by 
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impennissible hindsight reconstmction, undue experimentation and/or physical modifications not 
considered by the references. 

With the foregoing amendments, explanation and comments, the claims are therefore 
believed distinguishable over the art and ihe application is in a condition for allowance. Applicant 
requests the examiners reconsideration of the application and an early notice to the allowance 
thereof If any matters remain that can be handled with a telephone conference, the 
wtaminer is encouraged to contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

\Paul Vogt\ ^ 
(612) 669-0224 
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